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REPORT OP COUNCIL 

TO 

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OP PENNSYLVANIA, 

May 7, 1877. 



The Council of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania respect- 
fully report, that, owing to the United States Centennial Exhibition 
occurring in the past year, the Hall of the Society was open every 
day, and that it was visited by a very large number of persons, 
3160 of whom registered their names. 

The increase in the Library and Collections for the year was — 

Books 1044 

Pamphlets 630 

Maps 32 

Manuscripts 48 

Paintings 3 

Engravings, etc 203 

Copies of the widely-known American songs, " Home, Sweet 
Home," and " The Star Spangled Banner," in autograph by their 
justly celebrated authors, were generously presented by Mr. Henry 
M. Keim and others, children of our late member, Gen. George M. 
Keim, of Reading. 

There was received a view of Stenton, a beautifully executed oil 
painting of the fine old historic mansion, the seat of James Logan. 
This extensive building was erected in 1727, and undoubtedly is 
among those most worthy of preservation, for its fine appearance 
and its many historical associations, of all the structures that now 
exist in Pennsylvania. The painting was executed by a member 
of the Society, Mr. Isaac L. Williams, and presented by him. 

A portrait in oil of Christina, Queen of the Swedes, the Goths, 
and the Vends, a copy by Miss Elise Arnberg, from the original 
by David Beek, pupil of Vandyke, in the National Museum at 
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Stockholm, 36 by 43, was presented by the Trustees of the Publi- 
cation Fund. This acquisition to our gallery of historical paintings 
is most appropriate, for it was under the reign of this monarch, in 
1638, that the first permanent settlement of Europeans was effected 
on the River Delaware. Our fellow member, Mr. Joseph J. Micklej-, 
kindly lent his aid in having Miss Arnberg to paint the portrait. 

The late James M. Campbell bequeathed to the Society a portrait 
of his grandfather, Robert Aitken of this city, who is supposed to 
be the first printer in America of a Bible in English, no copy of 
that proposed to be printed in Philadelphia by William Bradford, 
in 1688, having as yet been discovered to exist. 

The following is a summary of the financial reports of the year 
1876. 

Treasurer's Report. 

Income from members . . . $3565 00 
" " interest ... 417 59 

" " miscellaneous . . 67 38 

$4049 97 

Expenditure 4416 45 

Deficiency, Dec. 30, 1876 .... $366 48 

Trustees of the Publication Fund. 

Investments $22,250 00 

Principal uninvested . . . 2,052 25 

Total ..,,.. $24,302 25 
Keceipts from interest and sales in 1876, $2183 07. 

Heckewelder's History of the Indian Nations, edited by the Rev. 
William C. Reichel, was issued during the year. 

A late member of the Society, Miss Ann Willing Jackson, made 
a bequest to this Fund, of the sum of one hundred dollars. It has 
been paid by her executor, and added to the Fund. 

Seventy-two «ew subscriptions, resulting in $1800, were received 
in the year. 

Trustees of the Binding Fund. 
Investments $3300 00 

The number of volumes bound during the year was 171, and 46 
maps were mounted. 
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Trustees of the Library Fund. 

George Washington Smith's Donation 
Jesse George's Bequest .... 

Total investments .... 



$1000 
4000 

$5000 



The number of books purchased was 146. By the terras of the 
bequest of the late Jesse George, the interest thereof is to be used 
in the pnrchase of books of local history and genealogy. 

Trustees of the Building Fund. 
Investments and cash on deposit . . . $13,852 52 



The Society's Funds by Bequest, etc. 

Paul Beck's Bequest 
Athenian Institute Donation 
Peter S. Du Ponceau's Bequest 
Thomas Sergeant's Bequest 
George Chambers' Bequest 
Jesse George's Bequest 
Mrs. Eliza Gilpin's Bequest 
Life-Membership Fund . 

Total of investments 



$100 

350 

200 

100 

100 

1000 

5000 

1000 



$7850 



It has been the settled policy of the Society to hold bequests as 
sacred, and only to use the interest accruing thereon. 

A subscription to meet the deficiency of income for the years 
1875 and 1876, now amounts to $1200. There is yet wanted for 
this purpose the sum of $400, which the liberality of our members 
will soon supply. 

The Papers read during the year were — 

May 1, 1876. Memorial of George Washington Smith, by the President, 
Mr. John William Wallace. 

Nov. 13, 1876. Memoir on Whalley, the Begicide, by Mr. R. Patterson 
Robins. 

Nov. 13, 1876. Memorial of the Rev. Wm. C. Reichel, by Mr. John W. 
Jordan. 

Nov. 13, 1876. Memorial of the Rev. Wm. M. Reynolds, D.D., by Mr. Town- 
send Ward. 

Jan. 8, 1877. Memorial of Joseph Carson, M.D., by Mr. Townsend Ward. 
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Jan. 8, 1877. An Historical Sketch of the ground on the banks of the 
Schuylkill on which the Naval Asylum stands, and of the Asylum 
itself, by Edward Shippen, M.D., U.S.N. 

March 12, 1877. A Memoir on the Headquarters of Washington at Brandy- 
wine, by Mr. Charles H. A. Esling. 

April 16, 1877. Addresses on the. occasion of the presentation of the por- 
trait of Queen Christina, by Messrs. Richard S. Smith and Provost 
Charles J. Still6. Four Swedish ladies, of great merit as vocalists, 
generously assisted at the ceremony and delighted the audience with 
their exquisite music. 

Librarians' Convention. 

The Librarians of the United States held their second conference 
at the Hall of your Society, the first having occurred in New York 
some twenty years ago. The session began on the 4th of October, 
1876, with three meetings on that, and also on the two following 
days. The interchange of views, and the papers read by gentlemen 
of great ability and practical experience, made the occasion one of 
most valuable interest, and so deeply were those present impressed 
with a sense of the importance of such labors, that they formed 
themselves into a permanent organization. The proceedings of the 
conference are published in full in the American Library Journal. 

Endowment Fund. 

With a view to secure a continuance of the active labors in which 
the Society has been engaged, and to effectually preserve the in- 
valuable fruits thereof, several members of the Society have con- 
ceived it to be a proper object to commence an Endowment Fund, 
to be held in Trust, the interest only to be used. There are now 
four subscriptions, which amount to two thousand dollars. The 
gentlemen who subscribed believe, with the Council, that the im- 
portance of such a fund should be constantly had in view, and that 
every proper effort should be used to make it reach, at no distant 
day, the sum of fifty thousand dollars. 

The Pennsylvania Magazine. 

The Trustees of the Publication Fund have commenced the issue 
of the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography ; four 
numbers to be issued a year, to contain about 450 pages, making 
a handsome volume octavo. It is believed that this Magazine will 
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meet a want long felt throughout the commonwealth, and be a 
means of intercommunication that cannot fail to be of very great 
advantage, tending, too, it is hoped, to render more homogeneous 
the various populations comprised in the State. 

Subscribers to the Publication Fund, at $25, will receive the 
Magazine by virtue of their subscription, and it will also be sent 
without further charge to all paying members of the Society who 
do not i-eside in the immediate vicinity of Philadelphia. To others, 
the subscription price will be three dollars a year. It is hoped that 
the subscriptions to the Fund will be largely extended throughout 
Pennsylvania, as well as elsewhere. 

In this connection it afforded the Council great pleasure to 
observe that Governor Hartranft, in his late annual message, spoke 
in most eulogistic terms of the publications of the Society, and of 
the importance of this Fund ; and our members may rest assured 
that no effort shall be wanting on the part of the Trustees to 
deserve a continuance of such generous praise. 

Philadelphia, May 7, 1877. 



